
 

Press cuttings and  
copyright compliance 

 
 
 
 
The copyright licence that press cutting agencies hold with the Copyright Licensing 
Agency Limited (CLA) has recently changed. From April 1st, clients of all press cuttings 
agencies receiving multiple access to clippings from magazines, journals or books, 
either through a web-based portal or receipt by other methods of electronic delivery, 
must hold a licence from the Copyright Licensing Agency, or other statutory authority 
to ensure legal copying.   
 
A licence is required by your organisation if electronic clippings are accessed more 
than once, or by more than one individual, or if additional copies are made from 
clippings received either electronically or in hard-copy. 
 
CLA licences enable not only the multiple access, distribution and storage internally of 
press clippings, but also ensure that your employees within your organisation are 
legally permitted to: 
 

 photocopy an article from a book or magazine 
 copy or download an article from an original digital publication 
 photocopy or scan a magazine article or clipping received from a press 

agency 
 
Most businesses and public authorities recognise that copyright compliance is part of 
the ethics of corporate governance and already subscribe to the CLA licence.  If your 
organisation does not currently hold a CLA licence you may apply at www.cla.co.uk or 
please call 0800 085 6644 to speak to a member of our staff. 
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